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he new 2004 edition of the Collected Works will have a few additions which in size are not
substantial, but like all of Sri Bhagavan's teachings contain seed kernals of potent food to

assuage the spiritual hunger of aspirants.

When Sri Bhagavan was living at the Viruapaksha
Cave, Ganapati Muni one day contested Bhagavan's
assertion that the Heart was the the most important center.
He argued that the brain or sahasrara was of more
importance since the cells of the brain contained all the
tendencies (vasanas). Bhagavan refuted this by saying
that if that was true a decapitated person would
immediately be free from all vasanas and attain
liberation. He explained futher that the vasanas reside
intheir subtlest formin the Heart and project themselves
through the lens of the brain, outward through the five
senses onto the screen of the world, thus utilizing his
famous' cinema-show’ analogy of creation.

Among those present while this conversation
occurred wasaschool boy, N. S. Aruanchalam. He stood
nearby listening intently to the whole conversation and
composed nine verses in English describing the scene
and gist of the converstion.

About these nine versesthe Maharshi said, “When
| was in Virupaksha Cave, Nayana came there once
withaboy named Arunachala[N. S. Arunachalam lyer].
He had studied up to the school’s final class. While
Nayanaand | weretalking, the boy sat in abush nearby.
He somehow listened to our conversation and composed
nineversesin English, giving the gist of what wewere
talking about. The verses were good and so | trans-
lated them into Tamil verses in Ahaval metre. They
read like the Telugu Dwipada metre.?”

Thefollowing isaproserendering of Sri Bhagavan's
Tamil trandation of the nine verses.?

It should be noted that the boy identifies Bhagavan
asthe“Muni” and Kavyakanthaasthe“Lord".

The Heart and the Brain

1. The Heart of the world (Sri Bhagavan) and the
brain of the world (Kavyakantha) began to converse
between themselves in the beautiful sacred cave
(Virupaksha). All who heard those words at that time
remained speechless as pillars.

2. Thelight of the sun, which exists and shines as
the Heart of thisearth, illuminesthe moon in the height,
and themoon giveslight to the earth;

3. Likewise, Upanishads came from the lips of the
Muni (Sri Bhagavan), whose place (or abode) is the
Heart, addressed to the Lord (Kavykantha), whose place
(or abode) is the brain, and were aso heard by us as
light isreceived by the earth.

4. | shdl compose, though ungrammatically, thetruth
of every precious word of the pure sacred sayings |
heard. If asked, ‘Why isitthe Truth? itismerely because
itisthe Truth.

5. 1, the ignorant one, shall prattle that which Sri
Ramana, the Maha-mauni, lovingly told about the Heart
and brain, which ismore secret than the meaning of any
scripture.

1. Lettersfrom Sri Ramanasramam, 13th February 1947.
2. Theboy’sverseswere published in the July, 1983 Mountain Path
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6. “Just asthepicturesinthefilm, whichisplaced
inside the machine (the cinemaprojector) areexpanded
through the magnifying lens and move as very big
pictures on the wall,

7. “Sotheatom-likevasanasin the Heart are made
grossby thelens of the brain, go out through the eyes,
mouth and nose and so on (that is, through the five
senses) and appear in space as wonderful pictures of
many kinds.

8. “I spent al thesesdaysin the Heart, and when |
camefromthe Heart into theworld | found my way to
get back into the Heart through the brain, and thereby |
also discovered my system (or method).”

9. Thusthey finished speaking these pure words,
whichthe Lord (Kavyakantha) then noted in hismind,
which all of us understood well, and which | have
now guoted.

Na Karmana

“NaKarmana’ isthe last Vedic chant of both the
morning and evening Veda Parayanas at Sri Raman-
asramam. It iscustomary for devoteesto stand asitis
chanted and then prostrate to the Guru when it
concludes. This tradition continues in the Ashram at
the Master’s samadhi shrine.

In 1938, A. W. Chadwick (SadhuArunachal@), with
the help of some devotees, trandlated “Na Karmana’
into English. Sri Bhagavan corrected and approved
hisEnglish versification. The Maharshi’sexplaination
of the verse and Chadwick’s English versification
appears in Talks With S'i Ramana Maharshi under
the date of 9- 9 - 1938.

Inthe NirvannaRoomin Sri Ramanasramam, there
isaframed Tamil trandation of “NaKarmana” written
on two pages. The page on theleft, whichisin pencil,
is Bhagavan's draft; the right page is the same Tamil
text but is a fair copy in ink, written by P. N.
Swaminathan lyer. Sri K. Natesan who wastherewhen
this translation was written said that Bhagavan had
asked himto make afair copy of histrandationinink,
but hisformer math teacher, N. S. Swaminathan lyer,
who was also there, insisted he must do it. The fair
copy ininkishis. Thedatewrtten at the bottom of the
sheet is 10-9-1938, one day after the entry in Talks.
By these dates we can infer that Bhagavan was

probably requested to provide the devotees with a
Tamil trandlation at the time Chadwick trandlated it
into English.

In the new edition of the Collected Works, the
following tranglation of Chadwick’s has been added.

‘Tisnot by meansof actionimmortality isgained,
Nor even yet by offspring, nor possession of much gold,
But by renunciation by someit is attained.

The Sageswho their senses have all thoroughly controlled
Attain that Sat than which high heaven’s Supremacy isless,
Which ever doth within the Heart itsradiance unfold.

TheAdepts by renunciation and one-pointedness

Who have becomeboth purein heart and who have a so known
The certainty of that one Truth Vedanta doth profess,
Attain Self-realization; when ignorance hasflown

From body and its cause Mayathey’ Il gain full liberty.

That only as minute Akash what has eternal shone,
That iswithin the Lotus Heart, of every sorrow free,
of the Immaculate Supreme, the seat molecular,
Within the body’sinner core, should meditated be.

Heverily isLord Supreme. Heisexalted far
Abovethe Primal Word, whichisof Vedafirst and last;
Inwhich blendsthe Crestive Cause, o mergedin onethey are.

Apology to Hornets

Also of note is the question-verse by Muruganar
that elicited thefollowing verse from Bhagavan:

When I was stung by hornets in revenge
Upon the leg until it was inflamed,
Although it was by chance I stepped upon
Their nest, constructed in a leafy bush;
What kind of mind is his if he does not
Atleast repent for doing such a wrong?

The “Apology to the Hornets” verse pertains to
theincident that occurred during theVirupaksha Cave
days. One day Bhagavan waswalking around the hill
alone, went into the forest not to far from the
Pachaiamman Temple, saw a huge banyan-tree | eaf
drift across his path, which reminded him of the sloka
from the Arunachala Purnamthat tells of the banyan
tree under which the Arunagiri Yogi was seated. He
started walking in the direction from which the leaf
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came and saw alarge tree on an elevated spot and,
while proceeding towardsit, histhigh brushed against
a hornets nest. Bhagavan appeared to feel remorse
for disturbing the nest and stood still to allow the
hornets to sting him to their heart’s content. He then
left the area and slowly made his way back to
Virupaksha Cave by nightfall, with a badly swollen
thigh and leg.

After this incident there was much speculation
about the the giant banyan tree, its location and the
Arunagiri Yogi. Bhagavan never again felt inclined to
look for thetree, for reasonshe never clearly explained.
Thisadded even moreintrigueto theincident. Healso,
unsuccessfully, warned others not to go looking for it,
and that isanother story.

Muruganar seemed puzzled why Bhagavan should
feel remorse for an accidental incident, something
destined, with no ill will intended. In verse, he
guestioned Bhagavan thus:

Sighting an overgrown, green-leaved bush, and

When stepping on it and stung by hornets to
have legs swollen,

Venkata, in truth, why was an accidental intrusion

Treated without mercy, just as a wanton trans-
gression?

This ninth, 2004 edition of the Collected Works
will contain additional information concering the
genesis of other stray verses Bhagavan composed, a
few new minor trandations of existing works and a
number of corrections.

Editions prior to the sixth edition contained the
text (introduction and trand ationsfrom Tamil) of Arthur
Osborne’s original version.

After thoughtful consideration, beginning with the
sixth edition, some of thetrand ationswerereplaced by
those of other eminent devotees, like Prof. K.
Swaminathan's, whaose scholarship and devotion have
endowed them with adeep insight into the subtleties of
the Tamil language. However, the bulk of the tranda-
tionsin Collected Works still remain Arthur Osborne’s.

IMPORTANT REQUEST

ON May 30, 1949, Life Magazine ran a long article on Sri
Bhagavan titled “Holy Man”. This picture covered two pages

and the article was the longest in that issue. Winthrop Seargent
wrote the article and Eliot Elisofon (1911-1973) took the photographs.

As a 20th Century photographer, the eminence of Eliot |
Elisofon’s archival collection of photographs has gained tremendous
importance. The full store of his work, nearly 73,000 photographs,
movies and writings, was donated to the Harry Ransom Humanities
Research Center at the University of Texas in Austin.

Eliot Elisofon spent at least two weeks at Sri Ramanasramam |
shooting many reels of film of Bhagavan, the Ashram and the
surrounding area. We wish to approach this Research Center and |
investigate what photographs or negatives they are storing and

discuss with them the possibility of acquiring digital copies of the negatives, etc. We already have in the Ashram archive
about fifteen of his photographs, and know for certain that there are many dozens more.

We are trying to locate any individual on the faculty or staff of the University of Texas that would be willing to help
us fulfil our intention. There are certain research privileges allowed to faculty members at the Research Center. If anyone
can help us in this manner, we ask they contact us first before contacting the Research Center.

Please call or write to either Ravi Ramanan or Dennis Hartel.

Ravi Ramanan in California
E-mail: RaviRamanan@ca.slr.com
Tele: (925) 828-5934

DennisHartel of ArunachalaAshrama, NY
E-mail: dennis@arunachala.org
Tele: (718) 575-3215
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FORTY VERSES IN PRAISE OF SR RAMANA

by Kavyakanta Ganapati Muni
(Translated by Dr. Anil K. Sharma and continued from the Jan/Feb 2004 issue)

viSadahasite ptrnasantih sudhakarasodare
sthiraprthulayoh ptrna $aktir dréor atularcisoh |

giidha - concealed, para - supreme, visva - Universe,
acarya - teacher, maha - great, anubhava - experience,

hrdayakamale nitya nista bahisca
saratprabhe ramana bhagavan ko va
mauni samastava bhdtale | 1361 |

visada - bright, splendid, hasite - (in)
smile, puarnasantih - full of peace,
sudhakara - moon, sodare - related to,
kin, sthira - frim, steady, prthulayoh -
(in) broad, large, piirnasaktir - full of
power, drsor - (in) eyes, atula -
unequalled, arcisoh - (in) luster, hrdaya

ramana - O Ramana! toar - you, stautu
- may praise, kah - who?, prakrtah -
ordinary

In your eyesis Devi Shakti, effecting
the end of man’signorance. In your face
of athousand expres-sionsis L akshmi,
« | the wife of the lotus-eyed Vishnu.
Concealed inyour utteranceisvictory-
causing Saraswati, supreme. Oh
4 universal teacher Ramana of great
experience (of Being)! What ordinary

- heart, kamale - in the lotus, nitya -
eternal, nista - abidance, bahis - outwards, ca - and,
sarat - flowing, prabhe - splendor, radiance, ramana
- Ramana, bhagavan - Oh Bhagavan, ko - who, va -
possibly, perhaps, mauni - Muni, Sage, samas - equal,
tava - your, bhiitale - on the earth

In your moon-like splendid smile peacereigns. Your
large broad eyes are steady and unequalled in luster.
You are eternally abiding in the lotus of the Heart
with your splendor outwardly flowing. Oh Bhagavan
Ramanal What Sage on earth ispossibly your equal ?

devi Saktiriyamm dréoh $ritajanadhvanta-
ksayadhayini devi $ririyam ambujaksamahisi
vaktre sahasracchade |

devibrahmavidhtir iyarm vijayate vyaharagudha
para viSvacarya mahanubhava ramana tvam
stautu kah prakrtah | 1371 |

devi - Devi, Mother, saktir - shakti, power, iyar -
here, drsol - in (two) eyes, srita - attached to, jana -
man, dhoanta - darkness, ignorance, ksaya - to put an
endto, adhayini - effecting, devi - Devi, srir - Lakshmi,
iyarit - here, ambu - water, ja - born in, aksa - eye,
mahisi - wife, vaktre - (in) face, sahasra - one
thousand, chade - cover, veil, devi - Devi,
brahmavidhar - wife of Brahma, Saraswati, iyar -
here, vijayate - victory-causing, vyahara - utterance,

man could praise you?

soharh jato ramanabhagavan padayoste
davistho yadyapyasmin mahati samaye
Saktilasye pravrte |

stiryasyeva jvalatimahaso dtragarm natha
Saktim vi§vasyagryam tava mama mano
vitaduhkharh tathapi | 1381 |

sohar - | thet very person, myself, jato - happened,
become, ramanabhagavan - Oh Bhagavan Ramana,
padayos - from (two) feet, te - your, davistho - very
far away, yadyapyasmin - eventhoughinthis, mahati
- great, samaye - occasion, time, sakti - Shakti, power,
lasye - dance, pravrte - begins, siiryasyeva - as of the
sun, joalati - blazing, mahaso - knowledge, diiragarit
- being far, remote, na - not, atha - now, saktir -
Shakti, visvasya of the universe, agryarii - topmost,
tava - your, mama - mine, mano - mind, vita -
vanished, duhkharii - sorrow, tathapi - even though

Even though | myself am very far away from your
holy feet, Oh Bhagavan Ramana, when on thisgreat
occasion the dance of Shakti commences, the
knowledge that your power, blazing as the sun and
foremost in the universe, isnot remote from me, and
has caused the sorrow of my mind to vanish.

(To be concluded)
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The Collected Works of

Vasishtha Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni

N Sunday, 22 February, 2004 aformal launching

of thefirst of a12-volume set of books, containing
the Collected Works of Vasishtha Kavyakantha
Ganapati Muni was released before the Samadhi
Shrineof Sri Bhagavan at Sri Ramanasarmam.

The President of Sri Ramanasramam, Sri V. S.
Ramanan, presided over the book release and gave
the gathered devotees a brief life scetch of Sri K.
Natesan, the editor of this colossal undertaking.

Sri K. Natesan was introduced to Kavyakantha
Ganapati Muni when just ateenager inthe 1920s and
became his disciple. He once asked the Muni how he
could best learn Sanskrit and was told to continue
writing and reciting the Muni’swritten works as much
aspossible. Encouraged by Bhagavan Sri Ramana, Sri
K. Natasen faithfully followed this advice throughout
his life. These simple instructions have also inspired
himto collect al theinspired compositions of Ganapati
Muni, set them in order and now, in fina days of a
fruitful life, undertakethe editing and publishing of the
complete works of this great Vedic seer and saint.

Dr. S. P. Pani, the son-in-law of Sri K. Natesan,
gave an enlightening, soulful talk on the deep
significance of the Muni’s association with Sri
Bhagavan, the greatness of the Muni’s literary
outpourings and the dedication of Sri K. Natesan, his

From left to right: Sri K. Natesan, Sri K. Chandrashekar, Swami
Ramanananda Saraswati, Sri V. S. Ramanan

father-in-law, who at ninety years old is as alert and
energetic as ever.

Inscribed books were presented to devotees by Sri
Natesan, and everyone congratulated him on his
astounding achievement. The second volume should be
printedinafew monthsand theother ten, whicharenearly
ready, will be printed as resources become available.

Thisfirst 400-page, hardbound volume, containing
thefamous“ Umasahasram,” and many other hymns of
adoration, printed in Sanskrit, along with the English
trandliterated text, will be available at Arunachala
Ashrama, New York.

For inquires, please call (718) 575-3215 or email
“ ashrama@arunachala.org” .

Tur 54tH MaHA NIRvANA DAy

You, your family and friends are cordialy
invited to join us in observing the 54th Maha
Nirvana Day of Sri Ramana Maharshi in
New York City
Saturday 17 April 2004
11:00 A.M.
at the
CommuNITY CENTER
Hinbu TempLE SocieTy oF NORTH AMERICA
(GANESHA TEMPLE)

143-09 HoLLy AVENUE, FLUSHING, QUEENS,

NY 11355
The program will include recitations, bhajans, puja,
followed by prasad (lunch).
For more information call:
(718) 575-3215

on the web at: www.arunachala.org/Events
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KARTIGATI DEEPAM

A. PADMANABHAN SENDS A REPORT

HAD undertaken thistripto Indiato attend to afew
personal issuesthat needed my immediate attention.

However, | now feel that Bhagavan had brought me
here for another agenda: a pilgrimage to Arunachala
that coincided with the holy Karthigai Degpam on
December 7th.

| left Madrasfor Tiruvannamala on the evening of
Saturday, December 6, around 8 PM. | did not have a
room reservation for my stay, as Ramanasramam was
more than full. My cousin, Mr. Hari, arranged through
hiswife' sniece’sfriend to get me accommodationina
private homejust outside thetown. | had no ideaof the
crowd that | was about to encounter, nor how | was
going to have Arunachelswaradarshanin thetemple.

Itwas1A.M., Sunday when | reached Arunachala.
A full moon it the sky, beaming itsraysover the mighty
Arunachala Hill. The vibrant Arunachaa, the Siva
Swarupam (form of Siva), was radiating its splendour
and the whole city was vibrant with over one million
people gathered to witness the Kartigai Deepam. The
roads to the temple and all the temple Gopurams were
lit, and the whole town was wearing a great festive
mood. | am sure the crowd must have swelled to over
1.5million as Sunday progressed. | droveto my host’s,
Mr.Kuppuswamy, residence in Nethgji Nagar, on the
Vellore Road. To my surprise Mr.Kuppusway was
having the VIP passes to go inside Arunchaleswara
Temple to see the Bharani Deepam (arati with five
deepams) and the Karthigai Deegpam itself. He asked
me to get ready immediately to leave for the temple. |
felt thiswasall the grace of Arunachala-Ramanaonly!

| took ashower at 1:30A.M., had ahot cup of milk
and went to Arunachaleswara Temple with Mr.
Kuppuswamy’sfamily. Enrouteto theArunacha esvara
Temple we saw the Lord Arunachaleswara Himself
on procession around the temple, accompanied with
all the other temple deities. Wewalked straight inside
the temple and felt like Bhagavan had arranged
everything for us!

We waited inside the temple until 3:30AM, when
the priests took the ‘ Bharani Deepam’ from inside the
sanctum sanctorum of the Lord Arunachaeswara. We

had awonderful darshan of the Bharani Deepam, Lord
Arunchalesvaraand Unnamaaamman. Therewereover
600,000 people inside the temple aone at the early
morning Bharani Deepam. After our pradakshaninthe
second corridor, we left for Mr.Kuppuswvamy’shome.

From the terrace of Mr.Kuppuswamy’s home, we
could have a direct uninterrupted view of the holy
Arunachala Hill’s 180-degree-panchamuga view. |
prostrated beforethe Hill of the Holy Beacon, meditated
uponArunachaaRamanaand then Mrs. Kuppuswamy
served an excellent South Indian breakfast with coffee.

By around 9 A.M. | left for Ramanasramam. The
vibrationsin and around the asramam were marvel ous.
There, seekers can feel the rhythm of the rutham and
sathyam that the “Narayana Suktham” declares.
Already the asramam was teeming with pilgrims
passing through on girivalamof Arunachala. | had the
darshan at the M athrubhuteshwara Temple, Bhagavan's
shrine and the old meditation hall. | met with Sri V. S.
Mani and chatted with him about our small Ramana
satsang in Ottawa. We reminisced about the Nova Scotia
Ahsramaand the Rego Park, New York Ahsrama. V. S.
Mani and afew other devoteesfrom Madraswere keen
to hear about the Ramana satsangsin North America.
While sitting there, we saw people from all parts of
the world, from all walks of life, rich and poor alike,
moving about with intense devotion in the asramam. |
felt certain there must be siddhas among them whose
benevolence wasfalling on us.

Around 11:30 A.M. | had lunch at the asramam.
The flowing crowd in the asramam swelled
geometrically towardsthe evening. | wasfortunateto
attend the MahaAbhishekam at Bhagavan’'s shrine at
the samadhi with “ Rudram/Chamakam” Vedic chanting
and the Tamil parayanam and bhajans.

By around 4 PM. people started taking vantage
points to watch the arati outside Bhagavan's shrine
and the deepam lit on top of the holy hill. After the
usual Veda Parayanam inside Bhagavan's shrine,
people who gathered outside started chanting
‘Arunachala Siva’ before the deepam was lit.
Bhagavan’s photo was placed in hiseasy chair, and he
appeared to be watching the mighty Arunachalain the
same way he did when hismortal body was with us.

By around 5:50 PM. we could hear drumsandfire
crackersbursting in the sky, asthe mighty Arunachala
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wasstanding likeabeacon of light. At6 PM., thedegpam
waslit onthe peak of Arunachaa. At the sametime, with
the ‘Na Karmana, na prgaya Vedic chanting, degpam
was lit in front of Sri Bhagavan. The asramam
reverberated with the * Arunachala Siva chanting. This
wasfollowed by “ Aksharamanamdal,” “ Arunacha aStuti
Panchagam,” Ramana bhgans, and arati. | experienced
that the Degpam, the mighty Arunachal a, Bhagavan and
the committed seekerswere one and the same.

Onestrangething wasthat all day | did not seethe
asramam peacocksat al. | thought maybe the crowds
had scared them off. But then, just before the deepam
was lit at 6 o’clock, right above where Bhagavan's
chair was placed and we al gathered to watch, the
peacocks appeared and started calling loudly. It was
like they were announcing the main event of thewhole
Kartigai Depeem festival, the lighting of the deepam
atop theArunachalaMountain.

Bhagvan'sgrace permanently permestesthevicinity,
asthe ever-present Reality. Every minute | spent there
thisfeeling filled me completely. Every timel gothere,
theyearning to mergein Him multiplies. Heistherein
us dways as we are in Him only. The deepam on the
peak of Arunachaaisaliving witnessto thistruth.

By around 8:00 PM., after thedeepaarati, | lft the
asramam, though the roads were still full with people
performing the girivalamand therewas hardly no space
toinchoutorin. | returned back to Madras, after profuse
thanksto Mr.Kuppuswamy’sfamily at Thiruvannamaai.
It is Bhagavan's ever-living grace that gave me this
opportunity to bethere on the holy Deepam Day

RicHaT AND WRONG

Q.: If it is a question of doing something one
considers wrong, and thereby saving some one else
from a great wrong, should one do it or refrain from
doingit?

Bhagavan: What is right and wrong? There is no
standard by which tojudge something to beright another
to be wrong. Opinions differ according to the nature
of the individual and according to the surroundings.
They are again ideas and nothing more. Do not worry
about them, but get rid of thoughts. If you lwaysremain
in theright, then right will prevail in the world.

(The devotee was not satisfied with this answer
and asked for further elucidation.)

Sri Bhagavan then pointed out that to see wrong
in another is one’s own wrong. The discrimination
between right and wrong is the origin of sin. One's
own sin is reflected outside and the individual in
ignorance superimposesit on another. The best course
for one is to reach the state in which such
discrimination does not arise. Do you see wrong or
right in your sleep? Be asleep even in the wakeful
state, abide as the Self and remain uncontaminated
by what goes on around you. Moreover, however much
you might advise them, you hearers may not rectify
themselves. Beintheright yourself and remain silent.
Your silence will have more effect than your words
or deeds. That isthe development of will power. Then
theworld becomesthe Kingdom of Heaven, whichis
withinyou. —Talkswith &I Ramana Mahar shi

-

individuals below for more information.

Ramana Satsangs

Satsangs with recitations, songs, readings and meditation have been going on in a few places near
orin large cities. Some of them are weekly. If you would like to attend any of these, please contact the

Boston Area — David & Anna Klegon (617-928-1487 /dklegon@rcn.com)

Atlanta Area— Mangalam Kalyanam (678-423-7324) / smoothcutter@hotmail.com)

Washington, D.C. Area— Prakash & Mamtha Adiseshan (703-502-4892 / adiseshan@worldnet.att.net)
Miami, Ft. Lauderdale Area — David & Janet Rubinson (954-755-4758 / arunahill@earthlink.net)
San Francisco Area— Swaminathan & Sangeeta (510-324-1160/ nachiketas@hotmail.com)
Toronto, Canada — Krishnan & Padma Sastri (905-849-6005 / psastri@hotmail.com)

Ottawa, Canada— Anantha Padmanabhan (613-733-8250/ padmanabhan_ananth@hotmail.com)

~
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