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T
he great devotion of the seer-poet Ganapati

Muni to his guru Sri Bhagavan Ramana

Maharshi is well known. Bhagavan reciprocated

the Muni’s veneration by continuously shedding

his grace on him and leading him to Self-

abidance. The story of the genesis of Ganapati’s

“Forty Verses in Praise of Sri Ramana” (þrŸ

ramaõa-catv˜riÕþat) has been wonderfully dis-

cribed by Sri K. Natesan in the Mountain Path

(Jayanti Issue , 2000).
“Forty Verses,” which is daily recited before

the Maharshi’s tomb, is a heartfelt outpouring

of devotion from a disciple of the highest order,

to his guru, Sri Ramana. It is hoped that this

word-by-word translation will enable devotees

to gain a deeper insight into the Divine

manifestion of the Maharshi as proclaimed by

a unique seer of the 20th Century.

 vande þrŸ ramaõarÿer ˜c˜ryasya  pad˜bjam|
yo me’darþayadŸþaÕ bh˜ntaÕ dv˜ntamatŸtya||

 vande - I bow, þrŸ ramaõarÿe× - of Rishi Sri
Ramana , ˜c˜rasya - of the spiritual teacher ,
pad˜bjam - lotus feet, ya× - who, me - me,

adarþayad - showed, ŸþaÕ - Lord, bh˜ntaÕ -
shining, dhv˜ntam -  darkness, atŸtya - transcending

 I bow to the lotus feet of the spiritual

teacher, Rishi Sri Ramana, who showed me the

Lord, shining, transcending darkness.

  kathay˜ nijay˜ kaluÿaÕ harat˜
  karuõ˜ nidhin˜’runaþaila juÿ˜|
  khaga v˜hana bh˜ÿita tattva vid˜
  v®ÿa v˜hana mauna rahasya bh®t˜||1||
 kathay˜ - story, nijay˜ - own, kaluÿam -

impurity, harat˜ - removes, karuõ˜ - compas-

sion, nidhin˜ - ocean, aruõa - red, þaila -

mountain, juþ˜ - takes delight in, resorts to,
khaga - bird, v˜haha - mount, bh˜ÿita - spoken,
tatva - truth, vid˜ - knowing, v®ÿa - bull, v˜hana

- mount, mauna - silence, rahasya - mystery,

bh®t˜ - bearing, carrying
 The story of his own life removes impuri-

ties. He is an ocean of compassion, taking delight

in the red mountain (Arunachala).

He knows the truth spoken by the bird-borne

Vishnu, and bears the mystery of the silence of

the bull-borne Siva.

gaõar˜õmukha s¨risabh˜guruõ˜
guõasañcaya ratnamahodadhin˜|
ghanag¨ýhasahasra kareõa yath˜
tanukañcuka guptamah˜mahas˜||2||

 gaõar˜õ - Ganapati, mukha - beginning with,

s¨ri - learned men, sabh˜ - assembly, guruõ˜ -
guru, guõa - virtues, sañcaya - heap, ratna -
wealth, mahodadhin˜ - great repository, ghana -
cloud, guýha - concealed, sahasra - one thousand,
kareõa - ray (of light), yath˜ - as, tanu - body,
kañcuka - garb, gupta - hidden, mah˜mahas˜ -
true greatness

 He is the guru of an assembly of learned

men, beginning with Ganapati. He is a great

repository of a wealth of virtues.

Just as the thousand-rayed one (the sun) is

hidden by a cloud, his true greatness is hidden

by the garb of the body.

catureõa calendriyanigrahaõe
pa÷un˜ parakŸyaguõagrahaõe|
chalavarjita maunasam˜dhijuÿ˜
balatarjita bhŸkarak˜maruÿ˜||3||

 catureõa - ingenious, calendriya - roving
senses, nigrahaõe - in defeating, pa÷un˜ - skillful,
para - others, kŸya - belonging to, guna - virtues,
grahaõe - in mentioning with praise, chala -
deceit, varjita - without, mauna - silence, sam˜dhi
- peace, juÿ˜ - delighting in, bala - strong, tarjita
- reviled, bhŸkara - fear-causing, k˜ma - desires,
ruÿ˜ - slayer

 Ingenious at defeating the roving senses, he

is skillful in praising the merits of others.

He delights in the peace of silence which is

without deceit, and is the the slayer of the

strong, reviled, frightening passions.
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ja÷haraÕ samaye parip¨rayat˜
ka÷hinaÕ vratamadrita÷e carat˜|
jhaÿaketanaþastra dur˜pah®d˜
k®ÿim˜tmavibodhavidau dadhat˜||4||

ja÷haraÕ - stomach,  samaye - at a (proper) time,
parip¨rayat˜ - filling, ka÷hinaÕ - hard, inflexible,
vratam - vow, adri - mountain, ta÷e - slope, side,
carat˜ - living, jhaÿaketana - Lord of Love (Cupid),
þastra - weapon, dur˜pa - hard to obtain, win over,
h®d˜ - heart, k®ÿim - leading, ˜tma - self, vibodha -
knowledge, vidau - in the method, dadhat˜ - giving
 He fills his stomach only at the proper time.
Undertaking inflexible vows, he lives on the
slope of the mountain (Arunachala). His heart is
unable to be won over by the arrows of Cupid
(the God of Love). He is leading his devotees,
and giving them the method for Self-Knowledge
(Atma Vichara).

bhavabhŸkarav˜rinidhiÕ tarat˜
karat˜marasena sup˜travat˜|
svad®þ˜’dikaþŸtalak˜nti bh®t˜
bhyamaðghrisarojajuÿ˜Õ harat˜||5||

bhava - wordly existance, bhŸkara - fear producing,
v˜rinidhiÕ - ocean, tarat˜ - crossing, kara - hand,
t˜marasena - with lotus, sup˜tra - bowl, vat˜ -
having svad®þ˜ - own gaze, adika - unsurpassed,
þŸtala -  calming, k˜nti - bright, bh®t˜ - to have,
keep, bhyam - fear, aðghri - foot, saroja - lotus,

juÿ˜Õ - resort to, harat˜ - removing
He has crossed the fear-producing ocean of
wordly life. He has hands as delicate as a
lotus, which serve him as a bowl. His own
gaze is unsurpassed in calmness and brightness,
and he removes the fear of those who resort
to his lotus feet.

namat˜m atibhaktimat˜Õ nidhin˜
ghanat˜pa vidh¨nanasannidhin˜|
yatidharmatatiÕ parip˜layat˜
paritaþca tamo viniv˜rayt˜||6||

namat˜m - of adoring, atibhaktimat˜Õ - of true
devotees, nidhin˜ - treasure, ghana - dense, t˜pa -
misery,  vidh¨nana - destroying, sannidhin˜ -
presence, yati - ascetic, dharma - duty, tatiÕ -
mass, group, parip˜layat˜ - maintaining, paritaþ -
everywhere, ca - and,  tamo - darkness, viniv˜rayt˜
- preventing
For adoring devotees, he is a storehouse of divine
treasure. His presence destroys dense misery. He
maintains the duties of the ascetic, and he is
preventing darkness all around.

phaõin˜yakavarõya guõaughabh®t˜
bhaõitŸ× priyasatyahit˜ bhaõat˜|
bahum˜navaþ˜dayat˜ sukhit˜m
avam˜natater avid¨navat˜||7||

 phaõi n˜yaka - leader of the serpents (þeÿa×),
varõya - able to be described,  guõaugha - flood
of virtues, bh®t˜ - having, bhaõitŸ× - speech, words,
priya - pleasing, satya - true, hit˜ - beneficial,
wholesome, bhaõat˜ - speaking, bahum˜na - much
respect, honor, vaþ˜d - (by) influence, ayat˜ - not
governed, sukhit˜m - happiness avam˜na - dishonor,
disrespect, tater - from the crowd, avid¨na -
without distress, vat˜ - having
Flooded with virtues that only Sesha, the leader
of the serpents, can describe. He speaks words
that are pleasing, beneficial and true. He is not
governed by that happiness influenced by respect
or honor (from others), nor does he have distress
due to dishonor (from others).

   (To be continued)
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The Muni’s divine call continues to reverberate,
exhorting all to seek refuge at the feet of the Sage
Ramana, the manifestation of Lord Skanda and the
refuge of the of world. Let us hear his inspired
outpouring of devotion:

yatin˜m-adhipena kuþ˜gra-lasan
matin˜ dh®ti-n˜þita-citta-buv˜|
laharŸÕ pramadasya sad˜ vahat˜
nihat˜ntara þ˜trava saÕhatin˜||8||

yatin˜m - of ascetics, adhipena - lord, kuþ˜gra -
sharp (as kusha grass), lasan - shining, matin˜ -
intelligent, dh®ti - firmness, n˜þita - destroyed,  citta
- ego, bhuv˜ - being, laharŸÕ - wave, pramadasya
- of joy, sad˜ - always, vahat˜ - bearing, nihata -
killed, antara - inner, þ˜trava - enemies, saÕhatin˜
- collection, array

He is the Lord of Ascetics. With his sharp and
brilliant intellect, he has with firmness destroyed
the ego. He is always bearing a wave of joy, and
he has killed the array of inner enemies (the six
passions).

  bhagavatpadam anyajan˜sulabham
  svaguõair-adhigatya paraÕ jayat˜|
  mamat˜-rahitena hitena sat˜Õ
  nihitena guõaprabhuõ˜ h®daye||9||

bhagavatpadam - the feet of the Lord, anyajana -
other people, asulabham - not easily obtained,
svaguõair - by his own merits, adhigatya -
transcending, paraÕ - supreme, jayat˜ - winning,
mamat˜ -  the feeling of “mine”, rahitena - free
from, hitena - friend, sat˜Õ -  of the virtuous,
nihitena - treasured,  guõaprabhuõ˜ - by the Lord
of the gunas (Ganapati), h®daye - at heart

Forty Verses in Praise of
Sri Ramana

by Kavyakanta Ganapati Muni
Translated by Dr. Anil K. Sharma

(Continued from the last issue)

 Having transcended all by his own merits, he
wins the supreme feet of the Lord, (which are)
not easily accessable by others. He is free from
the feeling of “mine” and is the friend of the
virtuous. He is treasured at heart by the Lord
of the gunas, Ganapati.

dharaõŸdhara-j˜ðkam-api tyajat˜
dharaõŸ-tala-v˜si-tamo dhutaye|
nara-veÿa-bh®t˜ nagarandhrak®t˜
ramaõena san˜tham-idaÕ bhuvanam||10||

dharaõŸdhara - mountain, j˜ - born from, aðkam
- lap, api - even, tyajat˜ - giving up, dharaõŸ - earth,
tala - surface,  v˜si -  dwells, tamo - darkness,
dhutaye - for removing nara - man, veÿa -
appearance, bh®t˜ - having,  nagarandhrak®t˜ -
mountain-splitter= Lord Skanda,  ramaõena -
Ramana, san˜tham - with Lord, idaÕ - this,
bhuvanam - world

Abandoning the lap of his Mother Parvati, he
dwells on earth for the removal of darkness. He
is Skanda, having the appearance of a man. This
world has found a Lord in Ramana!

paradeþineva dhavalena v˜sasa×
þakalena veÿ÷ita ka÷Ÿ-viþobhin˜|
vara-deþikena nara-veÿa-dh˜rin˜
þikhi-v˜hanena gurumaj-jagad-bhavet||11||

paradeþin - ascetic, eva - only, dhavalena - with
white, v˜sasa× - cloth, þakalena - piece, veÿ÷ita -
wrapped, ka÷Ÿ - buttocks, viþobhin˜ - adorned by,
vara - best, most excellent, deþikena - guru, nara
- man, veÿa - appearance, guise, dh˜rin˜ - wearing,
þikhi - peacock, v˜hanena - with the mount,
(Skanda,) gurumaj -  (has a) Master, jagad - world,
bhavet - is

He is an ascetic, wearing only a white piece of
cloth adorning his buttocks. He is the Supreme
guru, he is the peacock-mounted Skanda, wearing
the guise of a man. In him the world has a
Master!
                             (to be continued)
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atŸta-guõa-j˜l˜ya naiÿ÷hika-brahmac˜rine|
namo m˜y˜-manuÿy˜ya gurave t˜rak˜raye||12||
atŸta - having transcended, guõa - property, quality,
j˜l˜ya - multitude, naiÿ÷hika - highest, perfect,
brahmac˜rine - (to) brahmachari, namo - prostrations,
m˜y˜manuÿy˜ya - to the mortal by Maya, gurave
- to the guru, t˜rak˜raye - to the enemy of Taraka
(Skanda)
 Prostrations to him who has transcended the
multitude of gunas and is the perfect brahmachari!
To him who is mortal by the workings of Maya,
to the Guru, the enemy of Taraka (Skanda),
prostrations!

y˜n˜y˜tra na kekin˜Õ-kulapati× sn˜n˜ya na svarõadŸ
p˜n˜ya kÿitibh®n-mahendra-duhitur na stanya-
dugdh˜m®tam|
g˜n˜ya pramatheþvar˜s-savayaso naiv˜tra-
vŸõ˜bh®tov˜saÕ þoõagirau karoÿi bhagavan krauñc˜dri-
bhetta× kuta×||13||

y˜n˜ya - for riding, atra - here, na - not, kekin˜Õ
- of peacocks, kulapati× - leader of the family,
sn˜n˜ya - for bathing, na - not, svarõadŸ - celestial
river, p˜n˜ya - for drinking, kÿitibh®n - mountain,
mahendra - great lord, duhitur - daughter, na - not,
stanya - mother’s, dugdh˜m®tam - nectar of milk,
g˜n˜ya - for singing, pramatheþvar˜s - the divine
attendants of Siva, savayaso - contemporaries,

naiv˜tra - not even here, vŸõ˜-bh®to - vina playing,
v˜saÕ - dwelling, home, þoõagirau - on Arunachala,
karoÿi - you do, make, bhagavan - O Bhagavan,
krauñc˜dri-bhetta× - pounder of Krauncha hill*,
kuta× - how?
Here there is no king of the peacocks for riding,
nor a celestial river for bathing, nor is there the
nectar of milk from the breast of the daughter of
the Mountain-Lord (Parvati). The divine vina-
playing attendents, who are your comtemporaries,
are not even here to sing to thee! How is it then,
O Bhagavan, pounder of Krauncha Hill,* that you
make your dwelling upon Arunachala?

ekaÕ vaktram um˜ðka-v˜sa-viraha× p˜nau na
þakty˜yudhaÕ martyatvaÕ na pat˜kinŸ ca p®tan˜
p˜rþvadvaye n˜kin˜m|
veÿo’laÕ punareÿa mugdha-nayana-pracch˜dane
bh¨juÿ˜m antardh˜nam-upaiÿi t˜raka-ripo kva
stanyad˜y˜data×||14||
ekaÕ - one, vaktraÕ - face, um˜ðka - Mother’s lap,
v˜sa - seat, viraha× - separated, p˜nau - in hand,
na - not, þakty˜yudhaÕ - spear weapon, martyatvaÕ
- mortal, na - not, pat˜kinŸ - with flags, ca - and
p®tan˜ - army, p˜rþvadvaye - on either side,
n˜kin˜m - of the gods (n˜kin), veÿa× - disguise, alaÕ
- enough, punar - though, eÿa - this, mugdha -
foolish, unwary, nayana - eyes, pracch˜dane - for
covering, bh¨juÿ˜m - delighting in the world,
antardh˜nam - escape notice, pass out of sight,
upaiÿi - you go, t˜raka - Taraka, ripo - enemy,  kva
- where, stanyad˜y˜data× - from your brother
(suckled at the same breast)
 You have one face, you are separated from
Mother Uma’s lap! You do not have a spear in your
hand. You are mortal, and there are no flag-bearing
armies of the gods on either side! This disguise is
enough to cover the eyes of those unwary ones
who delight in the world, but how will you, O
Enemy of Taraka (Skanda), escape the notice your
brother (Ganapati)?

(To be continued)

* A demon took the form of the Krauncha Hill and Lord
Subramanya pounded it to pieces.
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(Continued from Nov/Dec 2002 issue)

kecid-yogavidäà puraùsara iti prajïäni-
buddhyäparesädhuù kaçciditétare gurudhiyä

ke’pyaìghri-padmaà tava|
sevante ramaëäbhidhäna manuja-kñemäya jäta

kñitau dviträstväà girijäìka-péöha-nilayaà
jänanti devaà guham||15||

kecid - some, yogavidäà - of the knowers of yoga,
puraù - foremost, sara - going, iti - indicates quotations
(“”), prajïäni - gyaani,  buddhya - with thought, idea,
apare - others, sädhuù -  sadhu, kaçcid - some, iti -
idicates quotations, itare - another, gurudhiyä - with
idea of Guru, ke’py - some also, aìghripadmaà - lotus
feet, tava - your, sevante - they worship,
ramaëäbhidhäna - named Ramana, manuja - born of
Manu, man, kñemäya - for peace, jäta - born, kñitau -
on earth, dviträs - two or three, tväà - you, girijäìka
-  Mother’s lap, péöha - seat, nilayaà - resting place,
jänanti - they know, devaà - Lord,  guham -  Skanda

Some (know you) as “the foremost of the
knowers of yoga,” others as “gyaani,” some others
as “sadhu,” while some, thinking of you as “guru,”
worship your lotus feet. Ramana, born on earth for
the peace of men, (only) two or three know you as
Lord Skanda, resting on the lap of Girija, the Divine
Mother.

omkärärtham-upädiço bhagavate väëémanohäriëe
tätäyäpy-upadeñöum-udyatamabhüt kiïcit-

tvadéyaà mukham|
jyeñöhasyädya sahodarasya gurutäà präptosi dhé-

gauravät subrahmaëya kaniñöhatämapi gataù
sarvädhikas-tvaà gunaiù||16||

omkärärtham - the meaning of OM, upädiço -
explained, bhagavate - to Lord, väëé-mano-häriëe -
the stealer of Vani’s (Saraswati’s) mind, Brahma,
tätäya - to father (Shiva), apyupadeñöum - even to

explain, udyatam - undertaken, commenced, abhüt -
had, kiïcit - something, tvadéyaà - your, mukham -
mouth, jyeñöhasya - of the eldest, adya - now,
sahodarasya - of brother, gurutäà - state of being
guru, präptosi - you obtained, dhé - intellect, wisdom,
gauravät - from the weight Subrahmaëya, O
Subramanya!, kaniñöhatäm - state of youngest, api -
though, gataù - gone, sarvädhikas - greater than all,
tvaà - you, gunaiù - by merits.

The meaning of OM was explained (by you) to
Lord Brahma. (Opening) your mouth, you had
undertaken to explain something to even your father
(Shiva). O Subramanya, even though you are the
youngest, by your merits you have become greater than
all! By the weight of your wisdom, you have obtained
the state of guru to your eldest brother (Ganapati.)

yat-pürvam çruti-päradarçidhiñaëo
dvaipäyano’dhyäruhat paçcäd bodha-kalävidhüta-

timiraù çaìkäpahaç-çaìkaraù|
tat-sampratya-khilävané-talajuñäm äcärya-

siàhäsanaà deva tväm prativékñate naratano
gérväëa-senäpate||17||

yat - which, pürvam - before,  çruti - Vedas, pära -
fullest extent, darçi -  seeing, dhiñaëo - wise,
intellegent, dvaipäyano - Vyasa, adhyäruhat -
mounted, paçcäd - after,  bodha - knowledge, kalä - a
single portion (one-sixteenth), vidhüta - dispelled,
timiraù - darkness,  çaìkä - fear, apahaç - removing,
çaìkaraù - Sankara, tat - that, samprati - now, akhilä
- whole, avané - world, tala - surface, juñäm - suffering
in, äcärya - teacher, siàhäsanaà - lion’s throne (seat
of honor), deva O Lord!, tväm - you,  prativékñate -
(it) awaits, naratano - embodied as man,  gérväëa -
gods, senäpate -  O army chief!

That Lion’s seat of honor which was previously
mounted by the wise Vyasa, who saw the fullest extent
of the Vedas, was afterwards occupied by fear-
destroying Sankara, who with a single portion of his
knowledge dispelled the darkness (of ignorance). Now
that throne of Acharya, (to save) those who are
suffering in the world awaits thee, O Lord embodied
as man, O Army Chief of the Gods (Skanda)!
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dharme näçamupägate tribhuvane paryäkule päpataù

prajïäne parito giräà pathi mudhä saïcäryamäëe

janaiù|

sadbhäve parameçvarasya ca pituù sandehaòoläà

gatedvépaù kaitavamartya kekituraga tvämantarä

kassatäm||18||

dharme - when dharma, näçam - destroyed, upägate -

when has been, tribhuvane -  when the three worlds,

paryäkule - bewildered, confused,  äpataù - from

wrong-doing, prajïäne - when true knowledge, parito

- everywhere, giräà - of words,  pathi - way, course,

mudhä - in vain, saïcäryamäëe - being brought

together, collected, janaiù - by men, sadbhäve - when

true existence, parameçvarasya - of the supreme Lord,

ca - and, pituù - of the Father, sandeha - doubt, òoläà -

swing, gate - has gone, dvépaù - protector, refuge,

kaitava - deceit, martya - mortal, kekituraga - peacock

as a mount, tväm - you, antarä - except, kas - who, satäm

- of the good

When dharma has been destroyed, when the three
worlds are bewildered by wrong doing, when scholars
everywhere declare words (polemics) as true
knowledge, when the true existence of the supreme
Lord the Father is doubted, who but you is the refuge
of the good, O peacock-mounted one, disguised as a
man (Skanda)?

vairägyaà tava vittamastu karunäm çaknoñi hätuà

kathaàdüñyasthe’stu samudyamaù pitåapadadhyänaà

ca kià tädåçam|

kämaste’stu vigarhito vinamatäm rakñä ca kià garhitä

skanda cchadmamanuñya kinnu samayaà kaïcit

samudvékñase||19||

vairägyaà - dispassion, tava -  yours, vittam -

accquistion, wealth, astu - maybe, karunäm -

compassion, çaknoñi - you can, hätuà - to fosake, kathaà

- how, düñyas - vile, reprehensible, te - to you, astu -

may be, samudyamaù - great effort, pitå - Father, pada -

feet, dhyänaà - meditation, ca - and, kià - is, tädåçam -

of that kind, kämas - desire, te - to you, astu - maybe,

vigarhito - prohibited, vinamatäm - of those bowing

(devotees) rakñä - protection, ca - and, kià - is, garhitä -

forbidden, denied, skanda - O Skanda, cchadma -

disguise, manuñya - man, kinnu - do, samayaà - occasion,

opportunity, kaïcit - some, samudvékñase - await

Dispassion may be your weatlh, but how can you
forsake compassion? Great effort may seem
reprehensibile, but what of meditation on the feet of
the Father? Desire may be prohibited by you, but is
protection denied to your devotees? O Skanda, in the
disguise of a man, do you await a proper opportunity?

düraà yähi kuväda dharmavåña te netaù paraà

paìgutädurbhränte buvanaà jahéhi parito vardhasva

saàsatsatäm|

sodaryeëa samanvito bhuvamimäà präpto

gurugrämaëéù çüräntaù puranetra vibhramaharo devo

bhavänésutaù||20||

düraà far, at a distance,  yähi - go, kuväda - detracting,

dharmavåña - bull of dharma, te - your, netaù (na itaù) -

from here, paraà - afterwards, paìgutä - lameness,

durbhränte - O confusion,  buvanaà - world, jahéhi -

leave, parito - everywhere, vardhasva - may increase,

prosper, saàsat - association, satäm - of virtuous,

sodaryeëa - with brother, samanvito - associated with,

bhuvam - world, imäà - this, präpto - obtained, guru -

guru, grämaëéù - leader, chief, çüra - the demon Shura,

antaùpura -  females, wives of Shura, netra - eyes,

vibhrama - amorous, haro - destroyer, devo - Lord,

bhaväné - Parvati, sutaù - son

O detraction, go far away! Bull of Dharma, henceforth
you will not be lame! Leave the world, O confusion.
May association with the virtuous increase
everywhere! In association with his brother
(Ganapati), this world has obtained the chief of gurus
(Ramana). He is the  destroyer of the demon Sura and
of the amorous passions, Lord, son of the Divine
Mother Parvati.
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janmasthänamaväpya guptamahamo yo bheda-
mädhütavän bhütanäà caratäà påthag-
vidhadhiyäm ätmaiva yo bhäsate|
deham sarvam idam jagacca vibhavädäkramya
yaù prollasa-tyekastaà gurumurtimänamata re
lambodarabhrätaram||21||

janmasthänam - place of birth, aväpya - having
obtained, gupta - secret, mahamo - great, yo - who,
bhedam - dualism, ädhütavän - shook off, bhütanäà
- of beings, caratäà - (of) moving, påthag - several,
different, vidha - kind, sort, dhiyäm - in the intellect,
ätmaiva - very self, yo - who, bhäsate - shines, deham
- body,  sarvam - all,  idam - this, jagat - world, ca -
and, vibhaväd - with might, glory, äkramya - having
pervaded, yaù - who, prollasaty - shines, ekastaà -
that one, gurumurtim - form of the guru,  änamata -
salute, re - oh!, lambodarabhrätaram - brother of
Lambodara (Ganapati)
He who has shaken off all duality, having obtained
the great secret of the place of birth (of the ‘I -
thought’), and who shines as the very Self in the
various intellects of sentient beings, he who having
pervaded the world and all bodies, shines forth with
his glory, oh men! salute that one, in the form of the
Guru, the brother of Ganapati!

antaryaçca bahirvidhütatimiraà jyotirmayam
çäçvataà sthänaà präpya viräjate vinamatäm
ajïänam unmülayan|
paçyanviçvam apédam ullasati yo viçvasya päre
paraùtasmai çré ramaëäya lokagurave çokasya
hantre namaù||22||

antar -  inside, yaç - who, ca - and, bahir - outside,
vidhüta - removes, timiraà - darkness, jyotirmayam

- made of light, çäçvataà - eternal, sthänaà - state,
präpya - having obtained, viräjate - shines,
vinamatäm - of devotees, ajïänam - ignorance,
unmülayan - uprooting, destroying, paçyan seeing,
viçvaà - universe, api - also, even, idam - this, ullasati
- sports, yo - who, viçvasya - of the universe, päre
paraù - higher than, beyond, tasmai - to him, çré
ramaëäya - Sri Ramana, lokagurave - to the Guru of
the world, çokasya hantre - the destroyer of sorrow,
namaù -salutations
He who removes the darkness from within and
without, having obtained that eternal state made of
light, who uproots the ignorance of his devotees, who
though seeing and sporting in this universe is beyond
the universe, to him, Sri Ramana, the Guru of the world
and destroyer of sorrow, salutations!

prasaratäditaù çubhavilokitam|
ramaëa te sakåtphalatu me kåtam||23||

prasaratäditaù - by the flowing forth, itaù - now, çubha
- splendid, vilokitam - gaze, ramaëa - O Ramana, te -
your, sakåt - at once, immediately, phalatu - may it
bear fruit, may it bless, me - me, kåtam - done

O Ramana, now, by the flowing forth of your splendid
gaze, may I at once be blessed!

FORTY VERSES IN PRAISE OF

SRI RAMANA
By Kavyakanta Ganapati Muni
translated by Dr. Anil K. Sharma

(continued from May/June 2003 issue)

MAHANYASA PURVAKA RUDRABHISHEKAM
ON GURU PURNIMA DAY

led by Sri Chalapati Sharma
Sunday 13 July 2003

Arunachala Ashrama
Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi Center
66-12 Clyde St., Rego Park, NY 11374

(718) 575 - 3215

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM  Arunaprashna Parayanam
10:30 AM - 11:30 AM  Mahanyasa Parayanam

11:45 AM - 1:30 PM  Rudrabhishekam
followed with prasad (meals)

at Arunachala Ashrama, New York City
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ramaëa janminämayi bhavänguruù|
abhida äçayastava mahänuruù||24||

ramaëa - O Ramana,  janminäm - of men, ayi - O, bhavän
- you, guruù - Guru, abhidä - non-difference, äçayas -
heart, tava - your, mahän - very, uruù - great, infinite
O Ramana, you are the Guru of men. Infinite is your
heart, in which there is no differentiation.

jagadahaà paraù sphurati me trayam|
sadabhidam girä tava visaàsayam||25||

jagad - the world, ahaà - ‘I’, paraù - the Supreme,
sphurati - destroys, me - for me, trayam - the triad, sad
-the reality, abhidam - without differentiation, girä -
speech, word, tava - your, visaàsayam - without doubt
Your word destroys for me the triad of ‘world’, ‘I’, and
‘the Supreme’, (and there remains) the one reality
without differentiation, without doubt.

tvadupadeçato galati saàvidä|
mayi niranyayä sadahamorbhidä||26||

tvadupadeçato - from your teaching, galati - dropped,
lost, saàvidä - by knowledge, mayi - to me, niranyayä
- not other, inseparable,  sadahamor - between the reality
and the ego, bhidä - difference
From your teaching, by knowledge inseparable from me,
the difference between the reality and the ego is lost.

ahami yo’ntaras tam amalam hådi|
anubhavema bhos tava kåpä yadi||27||

ahami - ego,  yo - which, antaras - Supreme Self, tam -
that, amalam - pure, hådi - in the Heart, anubhavema -
we could experience, bhos - Oh,  tava - your,  kåpä -
grace, compassion, yadi - if
Oh (Ramana), if your grace (extends to us), we could
experience the Supreme Self in the pure heart, hidden
within the ego.

FORTY VERSES IN PRAISE OF

SRI RAMANA
by Kavyakanta Ganapati Muni

translated by Dr. Anil K. Sharma
(continued from July/August 2003 issue)

na karunä gunas tava vidämpate|
hådayatejasaù sahajabhaiva te||28||

na - not,  karunä - compassion,  gunas - quality, tava -
yours, vidäà - of the wise, pate - Oh Lord, hådaya - heart,
tejasaù - brilliance, sahajabhaiva - only natural , te - your
Oh Lord of the wise! Compassion is not just a quality
of yours. It is natural for you, as the effulgence of
your Heart.

tava tanurjvalatyanagha vidyutä|
tava dågätatä lasati bhäsvatä||29||

tava - your,  tanur - body, jvalati - blazes, anagha - Oh
spotless one,  vidyutä, as lightning, tava - your,  dåg -
look, ätatä - pervasive, extended, lasati - shines,
bhäsvatä - bright
Oh spotless one, your body blazes like lightning. Bright
and pervasive is your look.

kabalitaà manas tava vibho hådä|
tvamasi santataà vilasito mudä||30||

kabalitaà - weakened, dissolved, manas - mind,  tava -
your, vibho - Oh Lord,  hådä - by the heart, tvam -  you,
asi - are,  santataà - eternally, vilasito - gleaming,
shining, mudä - with bliss
Your mind has been dissolved by the heart, oh Lord!
You are eternally shining with bliss.

bhuvanabhüpater bhagavataù kåte|
bhavasi päcako yamavatäà pate||31||

bhuvana - mankind, bhü - universe, pater -of the Lord,
bhagavataù - Bhagavan,  kåte - for, on the account of,
bhavasi - you are,  päcako - the cook, yamavatäà - of
the self-controlled, pate - Oh Lord
For the Universal Lord of mankind, you are the cook,
oh Lord of the self-controlled!

narapaçünimän ahami täòayan|
paraçivaudanaà vitanuñe pacan||32||

nara - man, paçün - beasts, imän - these, ahami - ego
täòayan - slaying, paraçivaudanaà - food for Supreme
Shiva, vitanuñe - you prepare, make ready, pacan - cooking
Slaying the ego of these man-beasts (humans steeped
in ignorance), and cooking them, you prepare food for
the supreme Shiva.
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into the embrace of the One; a beautiful family that al-
ways opens its heart.

I recall as well the President with his big smile, look-
ing upon each one of his grandchildren and at his wife
caring attentively for the little one in her arms, both shar-
ing in devotions with the devotees during their trip.

How well I remember the last trip we took together
when the smile of sweet Natasha awakening to a different
life after her father remained forever at Arunachala was
engraved on my heart.

I remember those who frequently attended the pujas:
Vaidyanathan and Raksha, present every Friday, offering
their songs and their rich dishes; great conversations at
the satsang; always attentive about taking me to the sub-
way in their car; Hena, with her big-eyed gaze, surrounded
by her large family, the littlest of her daughters curled up
asleep in her skirts; Ramesh, moving, singing, helping to
serve, attending to everything, and Sivakami, his mother,
always present at each ceremony; Savithri and Mohan
with their profound conversations and rich dishes, while
Radha, their daughter, grows up and adapts to North
American life; Margo, coming and going with her myste-
rious smile or scanning an image into the computer; Peter,
straight-backed, reciting Vedic chants to the rhythm of

the breeze and stone of Arunachala; Chris, arriving Tues-
day night as if he’d come back from a trip all the way
around the world or, on another day at the temple, with
teary eyes talking about his first trip to Arunachala, as he
holds his son in his arms; smiling Guruprasad, studying for
his exam or cutting his birthday cake; Dinesh, the friend
who before leaving for India in August, told us how he
had found his beloved; Dick, arriving from Chicago after
a long farewell to Olivia at Arunachala; Janet, arriving from
Florida with her intense gaze; Darlene from Canada, whom
I never met personally, but ever present; and all the oth-
ers whose names I don’t remember, only their dear words,
their presence.

From this distance, in the shadow of the noble peaks
of the Andes, I would like to thank each one of you for
having been able to enjoy your company during the year I
spent in New York. It was a beautiful and profound ex-
perience of great transcendence in my life.

Thank you for the words.
Thank you for the silence.
In Bhagavan,
Patricia Zárraga
Santiago de Chile
21st October, 2003

FORTY VERSES IN PRAISE OF SRI RAMANA

by Kavyakanta Ganapati Muni
(translated by Dr. Anil K. Sharma and continued from the Nov/Dec 2003 issue)

timiräëi na kevalaà vacobhiù
karuëäpäìgavilokitaiç ca nåëäm|
hådaye prasaranti mardayantaà
bhagavantaà ramaëaà guruà namämi||33||

timiräëi - darkness,  na - not,  kevalaà - only, vacobhiù
- by words, karuëä - grace, compassion, apäìga - from
the corner of the eye, vilokitaiç - by glances, ca - and,
nåëäm - of men, hådaye - in the heart, prasaranti -
prevails, mardayantaà - destroying, bhagavantaà -
Bhagavan,  ramaëaà - Ramana, guruà - to Guru,
namämi - I bow

I bow to the guru Bhagavan Ramana, who destroys
the darkness prevailing in the hearts of men, not only by
his words, but by his sidelong glances of grace and com-
passion.

bhavajalanidhià gähaà gähaà cirädalasälasän
padajalaruhadvandva-dvépaà çritäàstava
samprati|
ramaëabhagavan kalyä-ëänäà niketana pähi
naù sadaya dayayä siktair bhaktän apäìga-
vilokitaiù||34||

bhava - world, jalanidhià -

ocean, gähaà gähaà - diving
into again and again, ciräd - a
long time, alasälasän - extremely
tired, pada - foot, jalaruha -
lotus, dvandva - two, pair,
dvépaà - island,  çritäàs -

approached for refuge, tava -
your,  samprati - now, at this
moment, ramaëabhagavan -
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The Maharshi and the Impersonal Self

I have one question after reading this newsletter [Nov/
Dec 2003 issue], and that is, what exactly does it mean to
say that the Maharshi still exists as the Self. The Maharshi
is there spoken of as if he had a specific identity to whom
one could relate. The problem becomes obvious when
one considers that if he has indeed merged with the Ab-
solute, he could not be distinguishable from it as Maharshi.
I don’t object to saying that he has merged with the Ocean
of Being, or the Absolute; the confusion is that, having
done so, he would no longer be Maharshi any more than
any other who has thus merged. To speak of Maharshi,
as opposed to Buddha, or Franklin Merrell-Wolff, etc.,
would be contradictory. So, does the Maharshi exist sepa-
rate from the Self, or is he identified (if one can say this)
as the Absolute, indistinguishable from it? To say that he
still exists without a body, as if he were different from the
Self, makes little sense. I don’t see how one can have it
both ways. Can you have your Maharshi and the imper-
sonal Self? Is the Self somehow aware as Maharshi...?
What do you think?

  Steven, USA

Did the Maharshi extend his guidance and grace
to seekers while he was embodied? If you put this ques-
tion to those who earnestly sought his company and
guidance, undoubtedly the answer would be a resound-
ing “Yes”. Many felt his influence from both far and
near during the years he resided at Arunachala. If that
was so then, what obstructs the same guidance and
grace now? The disappearance of a physical body,
you say.

For those with a limited vision of Reality the Ma-
harshi ‘appeared’ to occupy a body and responded to
seekers who sought his grace and guidance. This was
perceived by the seekers and existed in accordance with
the Divine scheme for the ultimate liberation of souls.

We must remember that the Maharshi existed as
the ‘Self’ alone. With our limitations we perceived him
to be embodied. He was not a body or a personality.
We identify our self with our limited body and mind.
He did not. “Maharshi: The error lies in the identifi-
cation of the Self with the body. If Bhagavan is the

LETTERS AND COMMENTS

Oh Bhagavan Ramana, kalyäëänäà - of virtues,
niketana - abode,  pähi - protect,  naù - us, sadaya -
merciful,  dayayä - with grace, siktair - with pouring out,
bhaktän - to the devotees, apäìga - from the corner of
the eye, vilokitaiù - by glances

Oh Bhagavan Ramana, diving again and again into
the ocean of the world, we are extremely tired. Now, at
this moment, we approach the island of your lotus feet for
refuge.You, the merciful abode of virtues, please protect
us with the grace that pours out through your eyes to your
devotees .

yadi na janané stanyaà dadyäc chiçor bata kä gatiù
yadi paçupathiù krodhaà kuryät paçor avanaà
kutaù|
yadi padajuñäm äcärya tvaà nihaàsi na
saàçayaà bhramaçataparäbhüta ete tarantu
bhavaà kathaà||35||

yadi - if,  na - not, janané - mother, stanyaà -milk, dadyäc
- would give, chiçor - of the child, bata - oh!, alas, kä -
what, gatiù -the fate, yadi - if, paçupathiù - cowherd, or
Lord of creatures, krodhaà - anger, kuryät - would be,
(would make), paçor - of the cow, avanaà - preservation,
protection, kutaù - where, yadi - if, pada - feet, juñäm -
resorting to, taking delight in, äcärya - Teacher,  tvaà -
you, nihaàsi - dispel, na - not, saàçayaà - doubt, bhrama
- confusion, çata - hundred, multiple, paräbhütä - overcome,
ete - these,  tarantu - may cross over,  bhavaà - wordly
existence, kathaà - how?

If the mother will not give milk, alas, what will be the
fate of the child? If the cowherd be angry, how will the
cows be protected?

If you, Teacher, do not dispel the doubts of those
resorting to your feet, how will those overcome by many
confusions cross over this worldy existence?

        (to be continued)

In the years when I used to sleep on the floor
of the hall, beside Bhagavan, I woke up one
night to see him reclining on his couch. Seeing
that I was awake, he said: “In my early years at
Tiruvannamalai I sometimes opened my eyes
and found that it was dark, and sometimes it
was light. That was all that I knew of the passing
of day and night.”              –V. Venkataraman
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FORTY VERSES IN PRAISE OF SRI RAMANA

by Kavyakanta Ganapati Muni
(Translated by Dr. Anil K. Sharma and continued from the Jan/Feb 2004 issue)

viçadahasite pürëäçäntiù sudhäkarasodare
sthirapåthulayoù pürëä çaktir dåçor atulärciçoù|
hådayakamale nityä niñtä bahiçca
saratprabhe ramaëa bhagavan ko vä
mauné samastava bhütale||36||

viçada - bright, splendid, hasite - (in)
smile,  pürëäçäntiù - full of peace,
sudhäkara - moon, sodare - related to,
kin, sthira - frim, steady, påthulayoù -
(in) broad, large,  pürëäçaktir - full of
power,  dåçor - (in) eyes, atula -
unequalled, arciçoù - (in) luster, hådaya
- heart, kamale - in the lotus,  nityä -
eternal, niñtä - abidance, bahiç - outwards, ca - and,
sarat - flowing, prabhe - splendor, radiance, ramaëa
- Ramana,  bhagavan - Oh Bhagavan, ko - who, vä -
possibly, perhaps, mauné - Muni, Sage,  samas - equal,
tava - your, bhütale - on the earth
In your moon-like splendid smile peace reigns. Your
large broad eyes are steady and unequalled in luster.
You are eternally abiding in the lotus of the Heart
with your splendor outwardly flowing. Oh Bhagavan
Ramana! What Sage on earth is possibly your equal?

devé çaktiriyaà dåçoù çritajanadhvänta-
kñayädhäyiné devé çrériyam ambujäkñamahiñé
vaktre sahasracchade|
devé brahmavidhür iyaà vijayate vyähäragüòhä
parä viçväcärya mahänubhäva ramaëa tväà
stautu kaù präkåtaù||37||

devé - Devi, Mother, çaktir - shakti, power, iyaà -
here, dåçoù - in (two) eyes, çrita - attached to, jana -
man, dhvänta - darkness, ignorance, kñaya - to put an
end to, ädhäyiné - effecting, devé - Devi, çrér - Lakshmi,
iyaà - here, ambu - water, jä - born in, akña - eye,
mahiñé - wife, vaktre - (in) face, sahasra - one
thousand, chade - cover, veil, devé - Devi,
brahmavidhür - wife of Brahma, Saraswati, iyaà -
here, vijayate - victory-causing, vyähära - utterance,

güòhä - concealed, parä - supreme, viçva - universe,
acärya - teacher,  mahä - great, anubhäva - experience,

ramaëa - O Ramana! tväà - you,  stautu
- may praise, kaù - who?, präkåtaù -
ordinary
In your eyes is Devi Shakti, effecting
the end of man’s ignorance. In your face
of a thousand expres-sions is Lakshmi,
the wife of the lotus-eyed Vishnu.
Concealed in your utterance is victory-
causing Saraswati,  supreme. Oh
universal teacher Ramana of great
experience (of Being)! What ordinary

man could praise you?

sohaà jäto ramaëabhagavan pädayoste
daviñöho yadyapyasmin mahati samaye
çaktiläsye pravåte|
süryasyeva jvalatimahaso düragäà nätha
çaktià viçvasyägryäà tava mama mano
vétaduùkhaà tathäpi||38||

sohaà - I that very person, myself, jäto - happened,
become, ramaëabhagavan - Oh Bhagavan Ramana,
pädayos - from (two) feet, te - your, daviñöho - very
far away, yadyapyasmin - even though in this, mahati
- great, samaye - occasion, time, çakti -  Shakti, power,
läsye - dance, pravåte - begins, süryasyeva - as of the
sun, jvalati - blazing, mahaso - knowledge, düragäà
- being far, remote, na - not, atha - now, çaktià -
Shakti, viçvasya of the universe, agryäà - topmost,
tava - your, mama - mine, mano - mind, véta -
vanished, duùkhaà - sorrow, tathäpi - even though
Even though I myself am very far away from your
holy feet, Oh Bhagavan Ramana, when on this great
occasion the dance of Shakti commences, the
knowledge that your power, blazing as the sun and
foremost in the universe, is not remote from me, and
has caused the sorrow of my mind to vanish.

(To be concluded)
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tadbhägadheyam asamänam anekamauni-
väsärjitaà kçitibhåtaù khalu lohitasya|
aìgécakära bhagavan ramaëo maharñir anyeñu
satsu yad imaà bahuñu sthaleñu||39||

tad - that, bhäga - good fortune, dheyam - giving,
asamänam - unequalled,  aneka - many, mauni - saints,
väsa - dwelling, arjitaà - earned, accquired, kçiti -
mountain, bhåtaù - borne, acquired, khalu - indeed,
verily,  lohitasya - of the red-coloured, aìgécakära -
chose, bhagavän - Bhagavan,  ramaëo - Ramana,
maharñir - Maharshi, anyeñu among others, satsu -
good, holy, yad - because, since, imaà - this, bahuñu
among many, sthaleñu places

Verily, that good fortune accquired by the red colored
mountain (Arunachala), gained by the dwelling there
of many sages, is now unequalled, because Bhagavan
Ramana Maharshi has chosen this (dwelling) from
among other holy places.

çäntir nitäntam adhikä paramäsya çaktir
vairägyam adbhutatamaà karuëä tu sändrä|
jïänaà nirastakuhanaà madhuraà ca våttaà
nèëäà nidarçanam ayaà ramaëo maharñiù||40||

çäntir - peace, nitäntaà - extraordinary, adhikä -
surpassing, superior, paramä - chief, highest, asya -
of him, çaktir - power, vairägyam - dispassion,
renunciation, adbhutatamaà - most extraordinary,
karuëä - compassion, tu - used as exclamation, sändrä
- strong, intense, jïänaà - knowledge, nirasta -
banished, kuhanaà - hypocrisy, madhuraà - sweet,
pleasant,  ca - and, våttaà - conduct, nèëäà - for, of
men, mankind, nidarçanam - pointed to, indicated,
ayaà - this, ramaëo - Ramana,  maharñiù - Maharshi

For his extraordinary peace, supreme power, most
extraordinary dispassion, intense compassion, for
knowledge that has banished hyprocrisy and for his

sweet conduct, Ramana Maharshi is indicated (as the
ideal) for mankind.

närasiàhirgaëapatir väsiñöho ramaëaà gurum|
catväriàçanmitaiù padyaiù skandäàçaà
stutavänåñim||

närasiàhir - son of Narasimha, gaëapatir - Ganapati,
väsiñöho - Vasishta, ramaëaà gurum - Guru Ramana
catväriàçan - forty, mitaiù - by measured, padyaiù -
verses, skanda - Skanda, aàçaà - incarnation,
stutavän - praised, åñim - Rishi

Vasishta Ganapati, son of Narasimha, has praised with
forty measured verses the Rishi,  the incarnation of
Skanda, Guru Ramana.

om tat sat

FORTY VERSES IN PRAISE

OF SRI RAMANA

By Kavyakantha Ganapati Muni
Translated by Dr. Anil K. Sharma

Countless the habitats lived,
Countless the names borne,
Countless the kith and kin possessed,
Countless the bodies by karma caused,

Countless the Karmas daily performed,
Countless the thoughts entertained,
Countless the name and fame acquired,
Countless the heaven and hell experienced,
Countless the Gods worshipped,
Countless the faiths followed —

And so, realizing through jnana and grace
Our God of turiya form,
The Divine Cloud that pours the rains

of limitless rapture,
Descending through the dome of heaven
And through the love-filled eyes

of fervent devotees,

Who chant the names countless
That scriptures countless recount,

The Treasure vast of silence
That Wisdom Bliss of an inexplicable state,
That Immensity

Let us in meekness worship.

— Thayumanavar

Let Us in Meekness Worship


