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om namo bhagavate sr1 ramanaya

Bhajana Sampradaya (traditional bhajans) has a hoary spiritual tradition in South India, based on the
Nama Siddhanta or the Philosophy of the Divine Name.

The Aradhana 2000 edition of "The Mountain Path' carried a short biography of Tiruvisanallur Sridhara
Ayyaval, a great 18th Century devotee saint of Tamil Nadu who played a significant role in the
evolution of the Bhajana Sampradaya in its present form. Suffused with carnatic classical music and
often lasting two or three days, the Bhajana Sampradaya tradition comprises several different kinds of
compositions and performances, many of which are musically rich and elaborate. However, the most
popular part of the performance, in which the entire audience actively participates is known as the
Namavali. Namavali is musically and lyrically less complex and consists of calling out the various
names of the lord. This CD is an attempt to create a set of Namavalis on Bhagavan Sri Ramana
Maharshi and Arunachala.

These Namavalis were either inspired by or based on compositions by Swami Viswanathan, Manavasi
Ramaswami Iyer and Satyamangalam Venkatarama Iyer. Swami Vishwanathan’s “Ramana Ashtothara”
(108 names of Bhagavan) is the source of the majority of names used in these Namavalis. Two songs,
“Om Ramana” and “Sri Ramana,” were entirely composed by Manavasi Ramaswami Iyer and are
perhaps his only known Sanskrit compositions on Bhagavan. The names in “Arunachalesa”come from
the “Kalai Paatu” song found in Sri Ramana Stuti Panchakam, composed by Satyamangalam
Venkatarama Iyer. Some traditional names for Siva and Arunachala have also been used, ably selected
from ancient Sanskrit texts by Smt. Kamala Viswanathan. The last song, “Saranagati,” is not a
Namavali, but the popular composition of Manavasi Ramaswami Iyer. It is so liked among devotees
that Ramaswami Iyer’s name became prefixed by it — Saranagati Ramaswami Iyer.

With Bhagavan’s grace, many friends gladly offered their musical talents, technical assistance, aptitude
and dedication to produce this CD. Musically, Usha Sangam, Praveena Varadarajan, Vasudha
Viswanathan, Amoolya Singh, Prabhu Sivaraman and Swaminathan Venkataraman provided the well-
coordinated chorus support to Sangeetha Swaminathan, the lead singer. Narayanan Natarajan and Ravi
Gutala contributed their rare singular talents on the harmonium and tabla, respectively. We are
extremely grateful to this talented team of artists who found time in the midst of their busy schedules to
make this CD a reality. Eric Steele, owner of the Songwriters Studio where this CD was produced,
offered insightful suggestions on various aspects of recording and mixing. His facilities were excellent
and we benefited from his previous experience of recording Indian Classical music.

Nong Louie, who has produced many wonderful cover designs for Arunachala Ashrama, once again
came through with the attractive layout and artwork. Kamala Viswanathan and Hemant Kumar pored
over the Sanskrit text and made helpful suggestions. We would also like to thank Omkarananda
Ashrama for making freely available the excellent transliteration software used to make this booklet,

itrans-99'!). Dennis Hartel, who has been an inspiration to us in our aspiration to follow Bhagavan’s
teachings, helped edit and produce this booklet.
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This CD has a lead singer and a chorus that follows her every line. We have endeavored to ensure that
musical complexities are limited to the lead singer so that devotees without any formal musical training
would be able to join the singing along with the chorus.

We would like to conclude with an extract from Talks with Ramana Maharshi. It is a literal translation
into English of saint Namdev’s “Philosophy of the Divine Name,” published in the September 1937
edition of the Vision Magazine of Ananda Ashrama at Kanhangad, Kerala. Bhagavan had it read out in
the Old Hall and referred to it on different occasions.

Swaminathan Venkataraman
Fremont, California
September 1, 2005

Philosophy of the Divine Name

1. The Name permeates the entire universe densely.

Who can tell to what depths in the nether regions and to what heights in the heavens It extends?
The ignorant fools undergo the eighty-four lahks of species of births, not knowing the essence
of things. The Name is immortal. Forms are innumerable but Name is all that.

2. The Name itself is form and form itself is Name.

There is no distinction between Name and form. God became manifest and assumed Name and
form. Hence the Name the Vedas have established. Beware there is no Mantram beyond the
Name. Those who say otherwise are ignorant fools. Name is Keshava Himself. This is known
only to the loving devotee of the Lord.

3. The all-pervading nature of the Name can only be understood when one recognizes one's own
T. When one's own name is not recognized, it is impossible to get the all-pervading Name.
When one knows himself then he finds the Name everywhere.

4. None can realize the Name by the practice of knowledge, meditation or austerity.

Surrender yourself at first at the feet of the Guru and learn to know who the 'T" in you is. After
finding the source of that 'T' merge your individuality in that Oneness — which is Self-existent
and devoid of all duality. It is that Name that permeates the three Worlds. The Name is Para-
Brahman itself where there is no action arising out of Dwaita (duality),
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Preface

In 2002, Swaminathan Venkataraman moved to the San Francisco Bay area with his wife Sangeetha.
His devotion to Sri Ramana Maharshi was already well known to devotees and friends of Arunachala
Ashrama, as he was employed in New York City in the year 2000. It was then no surprise when he told
us that he desired to host Ramana Satsangs at his new residence in California.

Sangeetha, his dedicated wife, also rose to the occasion with great enthusiasm. An accomplished singer,
she began arranging Ramana bhajans, with the help of her husband. These bhajans have become a
source of inspiration for many devotees in the USA, so naturally the idea of having them recorded onto
a CD along with a booklet was the inevitable next step.

We are all indebted to them, and to those who have assisted them, for producing this ripe fruit of
devotion, offered to sincere aspirants seeking peace and refuge in Arunachala Ramana.

“In the recesses of the lotus-shaped hearts of all, beginning with Vishnu, there shines as pure intellect

(Absolute Consciousness) the Paramatman who is the same as Arunachala or Ramana. When the mind
melts with love of Him, and reaches the inmost recess of the Heart wherein He dwells as the Beloved,
the subtle eye of pure intellect opens and He reveals Himself as Pure Consciousness.”

Dennis Hartel

Arunachala Ashram

Nova Scotia, Canada
01 September 2005
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Invocation Verse

1. Nilaravinda
lelRfd< GeaT Todl ¥R

Jod TUT e S e
AHHRY-dHdIC d"lj%"NIH:

nilaravinda suhrda sadrs$am prasade

tulyam tatha mahasi toyaja bandhavena
brahmayam sthitau tu pitaram vatamidlavasam
samsmarayantamacalam tamanusmaramah

Spreading Grace like the friend of the blue lily (the moon)

Bright like the lord of the lotus (the sun)

Firmly established in brahman like his father seated under the banyan tree (Dakshinamurthy)
The destroyer of kama deva (desire), I contemplate on his still form

2. Gangadhara Hara
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gangadhara hara gaurli manohara
S§ambho Sankara sambas$iva
Sambho sSankara ramana Siva

pranavakara paramapavitra
arunavihara ramanes$vara

jaya jagadisvara jaya paramesSvara
hrdaya nivasa ramanesSvara

The Lord who bears the Ganga on his head; who captivates Gauri

The auspicious one who is with Amba

The personification of pranava (Aum); the supremely holy one,

Ramana who sports in Arunachala

The supreme Siva, Lord of the universe; Lord Ramana, who resides in our Heart

3. Jyoti Svartupa
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jyoti svaridpa pdrnavatara
pavakojjvala ramanesvara
atmarama mahabhaga
purusottama ramanesvara

tapomaya timirahara
mahotsaha ramanesvara
trigunatita sukumara
krpa pdrna ramanesvara

The luminous one, perfect manifestation of God
The brilliant flame of jnana, Lord Ramana

4. Om Ramana
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om ramapa om ramana

upanisad vandya om ramana
udara 1lila om ramana
uttama purusa om ramana
Sri ramarcita om ramana

vara ramana vara ramana
varadabhayakara vara ramana



vanncita phalada vara ramana
vacamagocara vara ramana
Sri ramarcita vara ramana

nidhi ramana nidhi ramana
niscala tattva nidhi ramana
nitya mahotsava nidhi ramana
nirupama subhaguna nidhi ramana
Sri ramarcita nidhi ramana

jaya ramana jaya ramana
jaya varaprada jaya ramana
jagadoddhara jaya ramana
jivanmukta jaya ramana

$ri ramarcita jaya ramana

5. Tiruchuzhi Nadane

HGEFSN HIHCat g FHEG
sﬁl@urrsﬁ),@, 6UTEGeot JLo600T FHSHB
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tiruchuzhi nadane ramana sadguru
virupaksa, vasane ramana sadguru
ramana sadguru ramana sadguru
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kaupina vasana ramana sadguru
karuna samudhrane ramana sadguru
omkara svaripane ramana sadguru
ramana sadguru ramana sadguru
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chidananda rdpane ramana sadguru
daksinamdrti rdpa ramana sadguru
mauna tatva bhodhakane ramana sadguru
ramana sadguru ramana sadguru

6. Sadanandaya
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sadanandaya namo ramana
gambhiraya namo ramana
pariplrnaya namo ramana
abhayapradaya namo ramana

dayarnavaya namo ramana
suprasannaya namo ramana
Sonacalaya namo ramana
abhayapradaya namo ramana

karunakaraya namo ramana

go lakshmi priyaya namo ramana
devatamaya namo ramana
abhayapradaya namo ramana

7. Bhaje Ramana Namam
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bhaje ramana namam
bhaje ramana namam
ramana namam bhaje manasa

arunapurisam akhilandesam
paramapavitram paramatmardpam
bhaje ramana naman. ..

mahayogindram mahotsaham
cinmudrapradam Sankarasvardpam
bhaje ramana naman. ..

Sonacalesam Sokavinasakam
virdpaksavasam varadesikam
bhaje ramana naman. ..



8. Skandaya Namo Namo

arunacalaya namo nhamo
skandaya om namo namo

svana hastakaya namo namo
mahaujase om namo namo
samadruse om namo namo
skandaya om namo namo

uddipta nayanaya namo namo
maharsaye om namo namo
saumyaya om namo namo
skandaya om namo namo

jagadoddharaya namo namo
uttama purusaya namo namo
jivanamuktaya namo namo
skandaya om namo namo

9. Sri Ramana
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Sri ramana $ri ramana
Sritajana bhusana $ri1 ramana
prabhu ramana prabhu ramana
prasidhdha kirte prabhu ramana
prasanna marte prabhu ramana
prabodha sphirte pramu ramana
§iva gura natha $ri ramana

guru ramana guru ramana
guha svaripa guru ramana

namo ramana namo ramana
natajana gatiprada namo ramana
nava nava yauvana namo ramana
nayana visala namo ramana

§iva guru natha Sri ramana

10. Ananda Svaruapa
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ananda svarupa apatbandhava
asrita palaka arunacala
arunacala Siva arunacala Siva
arunacala $iva arunacala

vidhi madhava vandita carana
pratyaksa parama arunacala
jagad hita karana
virajadacala rapa

vimala $ri arunacala
arunacala arunacala

samsararnava taraka mirte
smarane saksat moksakara
apitakucamba sameta mdrte
tejomaya $ri arunacala
arunacala arunacala



11. Arunacalesa
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arunacalesa hare ramana
sadguru raya hare ramana
isa suresSa hare ramana
bodha svardpa hare ramana

vedanta rdpa hare ramana
ananda mauna guru hare ramana
tattuva raya hare ramana
tandava mdrti hare ramana

karanodbhava hare ramana

naga bharana hare ramana

sarva sadgunin hare ramana

danta svarupa hare ramanal2. Saranagati
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Saranagati un para nan
inipuhattunai dan yedu
ni puhaldi - $aranagati



smaranad gati pala
arunacala niral ramana
karuna varuna S$ri ramana
karuna varuna - Saranagati

tarunam idu andro

un karunai nokkave
kala haranam akkidil
ha ha ha yen seiven

tunbai nikki inbai alikka
yen anba ulaga tunbai nikki
inbai alikka yen anba

innum paramukham ennal
taladaiya Sri vediya
innum paramukham ennal
taladaiya $ri ramana



12. Saranagati
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Saranagati un para nan
inipuhattunai dan yedu
ni puhaladi - $aranagati

smaranad gati pala
arunacala niral ramana
karuna varuna $ri ramana
karuna varuna - Saranagati

tarunam idu andro

un karunai nokkave
kala haranam akkidil
ha ha ha yen seiven

tunbai nikki inbai alikka
yen anba ulaga tunbai nikki
inbai alikka yen anba

innum paramukham ennal
taladaiya $ri vediya
innum paramukham ennal
taladaiya $ri ramana



Pronunciation Guide

Vowels

a - as o in son

a - as in ah

i - as in if

i1 - as 1 in feel
u - as u in full
0 - as oo in fool

r - as r in rhythm
e - as a in evade
al - as y in my

0 - as in oh!

au - as ow in now
m as in mmm!

In addition, m is sounded as na when preceding a guttaral consonant;
as na before a palatal; as na before a cerebral;
as n before a dental and as m before a labial.

Consonants

(gutturals)

k as in kite

kh as ckh in blockhead
g as in go

gh as gh in log-hut

i as n in sing

(palatals)

c as tch in catch

ch as chh in catch-him
j as j in Jim

jh as dgeh in hedge-hog
n as n in cringe

(cerebrals)

t as t in stuck, bedtime
th as t-h in ant-hill

d as d in bed-time

dh as dh in godhood



n as n in stunted

(dentals)

t as t in French chateau

th the above t stressed with h
d as th in then, the

dh as the in breathe-here

n as in 1in

(labials)

p as p in ponder

ph as ph in loop-hole
b as in bee

bh as bh in abhor

m as in mmm!

(semi-vowels)

y as y in you

ras r in run, rrrr!
1 as 1 in loud

v as v in vowel

h as h in heart

as s in sit
as sh in shaped
as sh in show

SO

h takes on the vowel sound preceding it.
For example, ah, ah, ih, uh are pronounced
as aha, aha, ihi, uhu respectively.

[1] In addition itrans-99 there is a unicode release called itrans-2003.
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